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Morse Code Messages! 
Here you’ll learn about the history of Morse Code, how it works, and how to make your very own Morse 

Code jewelry at home! 

What is Morse Code and how does it work? 

• The telegraph was developed in the 1830s and 1840s by Samuel Morse 
and Alfred Lewis Vail. This machine sent and received messages by 
sending electric currents/signals on a wire. 

• The telegraph greatly improved long-distance communication 
• Samuel Morse also helped develop Morse Code 
• Morse Code is a set of dots (dits) and dashes (dahs) that are assigned to 

each letter of the alphabet and various punctuation marks 
• Samuel Morse sent his first telegraph message in 1844 from Washington D.C., to Baltimore, 

Maryland 
• As Morse Code became more popular, people around the world realized the 

code didn’t work for languages that weren’t English. So, in 1851, the 
International (Continental) Morse Code was developed to help create 
messages in other languages! 

• The International Morse Code was used in WW2, the Korean War, and 
Vietnam 

• By 1866, telegraph lines had been laid across the Atlantic Ocean from the US 
to Europe! 

• Eventually, the use of the telegraph decreased with the invention of the telephone, 
fax machine, and internet. 

A quick history of Communication! 

Before the invention of the telegraph in the 1830s-40s, people around the world found creative ways to 
communicate over long distances. Ancient civilizations like those in China, Egypt, and Greece, would use 
drumbeats or smoke signals to send long-distance massages. But these methods could be interrupted by 
simple things, like weather…its hard to hear a drumbeat if there is thunder! 

One example of early long-distance communication is the Semaphore, developed in the 1790s. This 
method of long-distance communication is similar how to air traffic controllers lead planes on an airport 
runway. The Semaphore included multiple hilltop stations that each had movable arms to signal letters 
and numbers. Each hilltop station had 2 telescopes to watch the moveable arm’s messages from other 
hilltop stations. But just like the old smoke signal method, the Semaphore did not work well if there was 
bad weather…its much harder to see arm signals if there is fog or rain! 

 

 

 

Telegraph 

Left – Morse. Right – Vail. 
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To learn more about Morse Code, check out this 
video by Peekaboo Kidz -  Invention of Morse Code – 
The Dr. Binocs Show – Best Learning Videos for Kids 
(4:24) - https://youtu.be/ORIDAmGf_yQ  

Activity Source: http://nashvillepubliclibrary.org/offtheshelf/cracking-codes-diy-morse-code-jewelry/ 

To learn more about Morse Code, visit this website -  
https://www.history.com/topics/inventions/telegraph 

Morse Code Messages! 

Materials  

• Beads (three different colors) 
• String 
• Scissors 
• Morse Code translator (provided below) 

Time: 30 minutes 

Instructions 

1. Choose three different colors of beads 
2. Take your string and tie it at one end so the 

beads won’t fall off. 
3. Use the Morse Code Translator to create the 

letters in your name or a secret word 
4. Color #1 – Dots 
5. Color #2 – Dashes 
6. Color #3 – Spaces 
7. Begin with the first letter. Then add a Space 

Bead in-between each of the following letters. Continue until you have finished spelling your 
name or secret word 

8. Make sure to tie the string at the open end so the beads don’t fall off! 
9. Now you can tie this into a bracelet, necklace, or keychain! 
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