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For extra fun, visit Flight Aware’s website to see all the active aircraft 
flying around the world in real time! https://flightaware.com/ 

 

Shoebox Airport! 
Here you’ll learn fun facts about airports, and you will learn how to build your own miniature airport 

inside a shoebox! 

Fun Facts about airports! 

The San Francisco International Airport has a therapy pig named LiLou. She helps 
comfort passengers, pilots, and flight attendants who are nervous about travelling. 

The Hong Kong International Airport has a nine-hole golf course next to Terminal 2 
that is open for travelers. You can also go to an Imax theater and catch a movie 
before your flight. 

The San Francisco International Airport and the Chicago Midway Airport have yoga 
rooms open to travelers. 

In 2017, the TSA (Transportation Security Administration) reported over $869,000 
that was accidentally left behind by travelers as they went through various airport 
checkpoints. 

The Schiphol Amsterdam Airport has an annex of the Rijksmuseum, 
which is one of the best art museums in the world. 

In 1987, American Airlines saved around $40,000 by removing one 
olive from salads served to first class passengers. 

The Changi Airport in Singapore has a nature trail and a butterfly 
garden with over 1,000 butterflies. 

The Sao Paulo/Guarulhos International Airport in Brazil has an on-site dentist who offers cleaning, 
whitening, and other dental services for travelers. 

At any given hour, there are about 61,000 people flying over the US in 
various aircrafts. 

Wellington Airport in New Zealand features a 13-meter, 1.2-ton 
sculpture of Gollum from the Lord of the Rings® franchise. The 
sculpture is in the main terminal building. 
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Elevated Shoebox Airport 

 

Basic Shoebox Airport 

 

Build a Shoebox Airport! 

Materials  

• Shoebox (or any box, any size) 
• Toilet paper/paper towel rolls 
• Construction paper (different colors) 
• Extra pieces of cardboard 
• Markers, crayons, or colored pencils 
• Any other misc. crafting materials (modelling clay, clothespins, 

pipe cleaners, popsicle sticks, etc.) 

Time: 1 hour 

Instructions 

1. Structure 
a. To make an elevated Shoebox Airport like the image above 

i. Cut a piece of cardboard so that it will fit inside the shoebox 
ii. Cut four paper rolls so that they are of equal height to support the piece of 

cardboard so that it is just at the top of the bottom portion of the shoebox 
iii. Once you have built the airport base with the piece of cardboard and toilet 

paper rolls, start constructing your airport! 
b. To make a basic Shoebox Airport like the image below, just open your box and start 

building! 
2. Make sure that you include some of these parts of an airport in your Shoebox Airport! 

a. Control tower 
b. Runway 
c. Terminal building 
d. Airplanes or helicopters 
e. People! Like travelers, or airport staff (baggage handlers, pilots, flight attendants, etc.) 

3. Use examples of different airports around the world for some ideas! 

 

 


