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Clothespin Airplanes! 
Here you’ll learn about the history of aircraft propellers, aviation careers, and how to make your own 

fleet of Clothespin Airplanes with this quick and easy craft! 
 

Fun Facts about aircraft propellers! 
 

A propeller is a device used for propelling boats and aircraft, the parts consist of a 
revolving shaft with two or more broad and angled blades attached. Propellers are 
like spinning wings, they help produce thrust, which helps an aircraft go forward 
 
Leonardo DaVinci designed a man-powered helicopter that used a screw, and a 
rotating spit that was driven by a screw 
 
First flown in 1965, the largest propeller-driven aircraft is the Russian Antonov An-
22, it is still in service for the Russian military, this aircraft has a 
cruising speed of 680 km/hr with a wingspan of 211 feet 
 
The Wright brothers developed the twisted airfoil propeller design. 
The brothers decided to move away from the screw-design and 
instead shaped their propellers to look more like wings. The brothers’ 
design called for a twist in the blade of the propeller.  
 
Today propellers are made from wood, aluminum, or other composite 
materials.  
 
 

Careers in aircraft design, building, and maintenance:  

Aircraft Engineer – use scientific and technological principles to research, draft, 
test, and create aircraft parts and components, these engineers may also 
conduct inspection checks, manage aircraft maintenance procedures, and 
service aircraft 
 
Commercial Aerospace Engineer – engineers that specialize in creating different 
types of crafts and devices, they may help create things like aircraft, spacecraft, 
launch vehicles, satellites, military airplanes, missiles, and rockets. 
 
Aircraft Cleaners – responsible for cleaning the exterior and interior of an aircraft, they must follow the 
guidelines for cleaning aircraft set by the Federal Aviation Administration 
 
Aircraft Fueler – must fuel and refuel aircraft safely and efficiently, they are also responsible for fuel 
quality control and fuel equipment checks 
 
To learn more about propellers, visit the Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum page “How 
Things Fly” at: http://howthingsfly.si.edu/ 
 

Model of DaVinci’s helicopter  

Wright brothers’ twisted airfoil 
propeller design 

Russian military aircraft Antonov An-22 

http://howthingsfly.si.edu/
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Clothespin Airplanes!  
Materials  

• Clothespins 
• Popsicle/craft sticks 
• Buttons 
• Paint or markers 
• Glue (hot glue works best) 

 

Time: 30-45 minutes  

Instructions 

1. Cut one craft stick and half. Trim the corners so they are smaller 
versions of the original size! 

2. Paint or color your clothespins and craft sticks. If you like you can 
remove the metal spring so that it is easier! Allow for drying time. 

3. If you removed the metal spring from your clothespins, place them 
back on.  

4. Glue two regular sized craft sticks to the top and bottom of the 
clothespin to make a biplane (glue only one if you want just one set 
of wings to either the top or bottom). 

5. Glue your mini craft stick on the back and at the “head” of your 
clothespin to make to make the plane’s tail and propeller. Note: 
when gluing the propeller on, glue it on the top so that you can still 
open the clothespin. 

6. Finally, glue a button onto the middle of your propeller. Your plane 
is now complete unless you would like to add additional decoration 
to the wings! 

 

 

 

 

 

For added fun, research other aircrafts and create all new Clothespin Airplanes 
modeled after them! 

 


